
the oath
As a Nurse dedicated to providing the highest quality care and services,

I solemnly pledge that I will:

Consider the welfare of humanity
and relief of suffering my primary concerns;

Act in a compassionate and trustworthy manner
in all aspects of my care;

Apply my knowledge, experience, and skills
to the best of my ability 

to assure optimal outcomes for my patients;

Exercise sound professional judgment 
while abiding by legal and ethical requirements;

Accept the lifelong obligation to improve 
my professional knowledge and competence;

Promote, advocate for, and strive to protect
the health, safety, and rights of the patient.

With this pledge, I accept the duties and responsibilities
that embody the nursing profession. 

I take this oath voluntarily 
with the full realization of the responsibility

with which I am entrusted by the public.

history of the ceremony 
The White Coat Ceremony is designed as a rite of passage to emphasize the importance of

compassionate patient care at the very start of training. In addition to reciting the oath, 
students come forward during the ceremony to be “cloaked” before family and friends in

the iconic white coat that signifies their status as healthcare professionals. 

The White Coat Ceremony was initiated in 1993 at Columbia University Vagelos College 
of Physicians & Surgeons by The Arnold P. Gold Foundation. Arnold P. Gold, MD, a 
Columbia professor, believed that the oath to compassionate patient care taken by new 

physicians at the end of medical school came too late. Today, nearly every medical school 
in the United States, hundreds of nursing schools, and many other health profession schools 

participate in this tradition of humanistic care.
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Program 
Prelude………………………………………….....................”Long Live”

  Instrumental version as sung by  Taylor Swift 

Processional ....................................................... White Coat Recipients 

Welcome ............................................................. Sonia Romero, DNP, RN 
Assistant Executive Director, School of Nursing 

Posting of Colors……………….…………UAFS ROTC Color Guard 

White Coat Ceremony History ………….Kristin Williams, MSN, RN 
 Nursing Instructor, University of Arkansas - Fort Smith 

White Coat Ceremony Speaker ………Dawn Watts,  MBA, BSN, RN. 
 CEO Encompass Health  Rehabilitation Hospital of Fort Smith 

presentation of white coats 
Leslie Rylee, MSN, RN 
Lisa Bailey, DNP, RN

Name Reader……………………..…….Davonna Whittenburg, MSN, RN 
 Nursing Instructor, University of Arkansas - Fort Smith 

oath to compassionate patient care 
Holly Needham, Evening Cohort Junior Class President

White Coat Recipients 

Student Representative Message…........Meg Sandlin, ACC Class President

Closing Message……………………………......Sonia Romero, DNP, RN 
Assistant Executive Director, School of  Nursing 

Recessional............................................................. White Coat Recipients 

Share your photos and thoughts
Tag them  #WhiteCoatCeremony 

Mention @UAFS and @GoldFdtn on Twitter or Instagram 

White Coat Recipients
Halimat Aderupoko Cassie Akins
Hailey Blythe Kayla Brundidge
Jillian Durrett Taylor Evans
David Farias Jireh Gonzalez
Alexyss Hastings Kennedy Hayden
Jordan Hill Ian Holland
Kelly Ivy Sydney Jacimore
Caitlyn Johnson Halle Johnston
Marvelyn Kartika Marlie Laferr
Maria Molina Kristen Moore
Sandra Murcia Noemi Nava
Holly Needham Linh Ngo
Jennifer Reyes Ashli Rowe
Zac Ryan Meg Sandlin
Gabbi Scott Hannah Shamblin
Hannah Stone Payton Tedford
Stephanie Tinsley Trista Truong
Lindsay Vickery Celine Wang
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Natalie Ballard
Grace Carter
Elsaysha Ewald
Lauren Graham     
Jalynn Herring
Emma Hudson
Amber Jacob
Kaylee Jones
Graceann Medford
Mya Motley
Ruben Nava
Martin Nunez
Aubree Russell
Emma Sayers Grace 
Stephenson
Haylee Thomas
Emma Vance

Autumn Wilson Abbi Wright

Administration
Dr. Terisa C. Riley, Chancellor
Dr. Shadow Robinson, Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
Dr. Margaret Tanner, Associate Provost for Academic Affairs
Dr. Dean Cantú, Dean College of Health, Education and Human Sciences
Dr. Paula Julian, Associate Dean College of Health, Education and Human 

Sciences/Executive Director for School of Nursing
Dr. Sonia Romero, Assistant Executive Director for School of Nursing

BSN Faculty
Miranda Adamson, DNP, RN
Lisa Bailey, DNP, RN
Valerie Beshears, MSN, RN
Patricia Briley, MSN, RN 
Gary Cameron, MSN, RN
Patti Conard, Ph.D., RN
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Brooke Gray, MSN, RN
Silvia Imanda, Ph.D., RN
Tess McDonald, DNP, RN

Sharon Nguyen, DNP, RN
Ethan Pearson, MSN, RN
Tammy Rogers, DNP, RN
Tresia Rouse, MSN, RN
Leslie Rylee, MSN, RN
Jourdan Scoggins, MSN, RN
Ekaterina Smith, MSN, RN
Leonie Tampus MSN, RN
Davonna Whittenburg, MSN, RN
Kristin Williams, MSN, RN

Staff
Joc Nouansavane—Health Learning Resource Center Coordinator

Jordanna Shotzman—Advising Coordinator
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